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Intent:

To reach zero carbon emissions by 2050, all new buildings must 

meet the following three goals: 

A. Not use onsite combustion except when its really cold outside

B. Have low peak heating and cooling loads

C. Reduce other energy loads and invest in renewable power

Applicability:  

v4 and v4.1 BD+C 

(including Major Renovation & Multifamily Residential)
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Requirements:
This is a prescriptive approach without requiring detailed energy modeling!

EA Prerequisite: Minimum Energy Performance:
1. Comply with ASHRAE Standard 90.1–2016.

2. Analyze efficiency measures early on in design process for decision 

making.

EA Credit: Optimize Energy Performance: (max. full points)
Combine any of the following strategies:

A. Reduce Emissions from Onsite Combustion

B. Reduce Heating and Cooling Peaks

C. Reduce Energy Use
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Europe ACP: Whole-Building LCA
according to the Level(s) framework
www.usgbc.org/credits/new-construction-core-and-shell-schools-new-construction-retail-new-
construction-data-27

http://www.usgbc.org/credits/new-construction-core-and-shell-schools-new-construction-retail-new-construction-data-27


+
MR credit Building Life-

Cycle Impact Reduction

Path 1 = Level 1  (1 point)

Path 2 = Level 2  (3 points)

Path 3 = Level 3  (4 points)
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MR credit Building Life-

Cycle Impact Reduction

Path 1 = Level 1  (1 point)

At least two of the design 

concepts must be 

addressed.

Conceptual 

Design
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MR credit Building Life-

Cycle Impact Reduction

Path 2 = Level 2  (3 points)

Reporting must include 

Global Warming Potential  

and at least two more impact 

categories for reduction.

+
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Detailed 

Design
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MR credit Building Life-

Cycle Impact Reduction

Path 3 = Level 3  (4 points)
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As-built
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U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL

v4.1
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v5 draft



Feedback for v5?

Michelle Schwarting

mschwarting@gbci.org
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